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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chicago Association of REALTORS® Names New Members to its Board of Directors; Alexander R. Chaparro Appointed President of the Board

CHICAGO, IL (September 8, 2006) – The Chicago Association of REALTORS® (C.A.R.) recently named five new members to the organization’s Board or Directors. 

C.A.R. brings together leaders in every segment of the real estate industry throughout Chicago, to address the challenges and opportunities facing Chicago Association of REALTORS® and the nation's real estate profession. Board members meet six times a year with C.A.R.’s senior management to lead the Association on real estate and governmental industry issues and the expansion of commercial and residential opportunities.  In addition, Board Members provide leadership and serve as liaisons to the Association’s local committees, task forces and sub-groups.
The board consists of 19 members: president, president-elect, treasurer/secretary, past president, six regional directors and six directors-at-large. Board members serve two-year terms, with approximately half of the membership rotating off at the end of each year.  
The president of the 2006/2007 board of directors is Alexander R. Chaparro, a 15-year veteran of the real estate industry who aside from his practice, advocates fair housing and minority homeownership.  Chaparro, president of Hudson Street Realty in Chicago’s Humboldt Park community, is the first Latino president elected in the 124-year history of the Chicago Association of REALTORS®.  Alex also serves on the board of the National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals.  

The board also elected Michael Golden, co-owner of @ Properties, a full-service brokerage firm active in traditional brokerage, development partnering and real estate investment, as the president-elect.  In addition, David Hanna, chief executive officer of Prudential Preferred Properties, was elected as the Treasurer/Secretary.
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 The following new members were appointed to serve on the board until August 2007:  

· Andrea Geller, a listing agent and buyer's representative at Sudler Sotheby’s, specializes in condominiums, townhomes, single family homes and multi unit buildings in Chicago’s Lincoln Park, Lakeview, Roscoe Village, Ravenswood, Rogers Park, Andersonville, Edgewater, Old Town, Gold Coast, River East, South Loop, Bucktown and Wicker Park neighborhoods. Consistently a top producing agent, Geller has been recognized for her sales accomplishments.  She is an active member of several professional associations including: Women’s Council of Realtors President Elect and Government Affairs Chair - Chicago Association of Realtors, Public Policy Working Group – Illinois Association of Realtors, and Co-Chair of the Lakeview Chamber Planning and Development Committee.
· Marki Lemons, founder of Homes2Sell, Inc., a discount real estate brokerage corporation, located in Chicago’s Hyde Park community.  Lemons is a member of the Chicago Association of REALTORS® Professional Standards committee, Association of Illinois Real Estate Educators and the Real Estate Educators Association

· Gerald Brown, owner of Brown Realty, Inc., located in the Beverly community, focuses on property management and residential and commercial sales of condominiums, townhomes, single family homes and multi unit buildings on Chicago’s south side and south suburban areas.
· Genie Birch, a broker associate at Koenig & Strey GMAC, has been a real estate professional since 1992. She holds Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR) and Graduate Realtors Institute (GRI) and National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals (NAHREP) designations. Birch has received numerous accolades including the Rising Star Award in 1994 and the Preserving the Trust Award in 1995, which is given to only one agent from the entire Chicagoland area. She is actively involved with Habitat for Humanity and the Real Estate Division of the Jewish Federation.
· Gaspar Flores, broker and co-owner of Su Familia Real Estate, a full service real estate company, he and his wife, Gloria, opened in 1997. Gaspar is an active member of the National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals, National Association of REALTORS®, the Illinois Association of REALTORS®, and Chicago Association of REALTORS®.
Returning members of the Chicago Association of REALTORS® Board of Directors include:  Ismael Perez, co-owner of EXIT Realty Illinois, Chicago; Scott Maesel, a REALTOR® at Century 21 Sussex & Reilly Commercial Properties, Chicago, IL; Dennis White of Century 21 Home Wizard, Chicago, IL; and Nancy Suvarnamani, president, Century 21 S.G.R., Inc., Chicago, IL. Suvarnamani is the 2005/2006 president of the Chicago Association of REALTORS®.
(more)

C.A.R. Names New Board Members

Page Three
In addition, the following members are returning as Directors-At-Large: Tracey Taylor, founder, T.L. Taylor Realty, Chicago, IL; JoAnn Sworan, REALTOR®, Baird & Warner, Chicago, IL; John McClintock, branch manager, Coldwell Banker Residential Properties, Chicago, IL; and Michael Zaransky, co-chief Executive Officer, Prime Property Investors, Ltd, Chicago, IL.
The Chicago Association of REALTORS® (C.A.R.), the "Voice for Real Estate™" in Chicago since 1883, represents more than 17,000 members from all real estate specialties including commercial sales, development, property management, appraisal, auctions, and residential sales. 
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